
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GLOBAL GROUP OF MUSLIM LAWYERS CONDEMN WAR 

CRIMES IN GAZA AND CALL ON STATES TO PREVENT 

GENOCIDE  
 

The International Ahmadiyya Muslim Lawyers Association (‘IAMLA’), representing more than 

900 members, including lawyers, legal academics, jurists and former judges, across 25 countries, 

has issued a resounding condemnation of the unlawful mass killing of innocent civilians in the  

armed conflict between Israel and Hamas. In a letter being sent internationally to all world leaders, 

the global group of lawyers has warned of the commission of war crimes in the conflict, and called 

on all states to prevent acts of genocide in Gaza. 

 

IAMLA has condemned the abhorrent abuse, murder and hostage-taking of innocent civilians by 

Hamas forces on 07 October as unlawful and contrary to the teachings of Islam.  

 

The lawyers have expressed their grave concern that Israeli forces are committing serious 

violations of the laws of war through its siege and bombardment of Gaza, including the crimes of 

collective punishment, impeding of relief supplies, forced displacement, indiscriminate bombing 

and the intentional directing of attacks against schools and hospitals. IAMLA is sounding the alarm 

that the discernibly dehumanising rhetoric used by senior Israeli officials coupled with the grave 

violations committed by Israeli forces, trigger the duty of each State to take all necessary measures 

to seek to prevent acts of genocide in Gaza. 

 

Jonathan Butterworth, the Chairman of IAMLA, stated:  

 

“We are calling on the leaders of all 193 UN member states to honour their legal duties to 

do all within their power to stop the commission of war crimes in this conflict. We are 

deeply concerned about the real risk of genocide in Gaza and are calling on all states to 

fulfil their duty to prevent it. We are alarmed by the ongoing transfer of weapons by States 

to the warring parties, despite the real risk that those weapons will be used to commit war 

crimes. As Ahmadi Muslim lawyers we are raising our voices as part of the Voices for 

Peace campaign which has been launched by the Worldwide Head of the Ahmadiyya 

Muslim Community, His Holiness Mirza Masroor Ahmad, to draw the attention of world 

leaders to the urgent need to de-escalate the conflict and establish peace through a 

permanent ceasefire.” 

 

The International Ahmadiyya Muslim Lawyers Association is calling: 

 

 for an immediate, permanent ceasefire; 

 for the unconditional release of all hostages held by Hamas and those Palestinians arbitrarily 

detained by Israel, and the immediate protection of all civilians;



 

 for an end to the siege of Gaza, the provision of all necessary humanitarian aid, and the creation 

of open humanitarian corridors; 

 on all Governments to fulfil their obligation to do all in their power to prevent or end violations 

of international humanitarian law in this conflict, including war crimes; 

 on all Governments to immediately stop the sale of weapons to the warring parties; 

 on all Governments to provide full support to the ongoing International Criminal Court 

investigation into the situation in the state of Palestine, as well as the investigation by the 

Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and 

Israel, into all violations reported since 7 October; and 

 on all Governments to honour their obligation to prevent genocide in Gaza, and to immediately 

take all necessary measures to that end.  

 

ENDS. 

 

For media enquiries, please contact: media@pressahmadiyya.com, +(44) 0208 5447678 or 

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community Press & Media Office, Tahir House, 22 Deer Park Road, London, 

SW19 3TL, UK. 
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