
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2024 

 

LETTER TO 193 HEADS OF GOVERNMENT REGARDING SERIOUS VIOLATIONS 

OF INTERNATIONAL LAW IN THE ISRAEL HAMAS CONFLICT  
 

We, the International Ahmadiyya Muslim Lawyers Association,i comprising more than 900 

members, including lawyers, jurists and former judges across 25 countries, unequivocally 

condemn the unlawful mass killing of innocent civilians and the commission of war crimes and 

other atrocities in the ongoing armed conflict between Israel and Hamas.  

 

As long ago as 1947, Sir Muhammad Zafarullah Khan, an Ahmadi Muslim lawyer, and a former 

President of both the UN General Assembly & the International Court of Justice, warned of the 

necessity of ensuring absolute justice, equity and the protection of fundamental rights when 

addressing the matter of Israel and Palestine. We write today, 77 years later, in the same vein. 

 

With this in mind, we condemn the abhorrent abuse, murder and hostage-taking of innocent 

civilians by Hamas forces on 07 October as unlawful and contrary to the teachings of Islam.  

 

Of course, violations of international law by Hamas forces do not justify violations by Israeli 

forces. We are horrified by the grossly disproportionate bombardment of Gaza by Israeli forces 

which has killed more than 32,000 people, approximately 70% of whom are said to be women and 

children. More than half of Gaza’s housing units and close to 80% of school buildings have been 

destroyed or damaged. We are outraged by the attacks on medical facilities which have led to the 

closure of 23 of the total 36 hospitals in the Gaza Strip, and the killing of at least 348 health 

workers. We condemn the imposition of a ‘complete siege’ on Gaza by Israeli forces coupled with 

its order to evacuate northern and now southern parts of Gaza. This has resulted in the internal 

displacement of 1.7 million people, and in 1.1 million people, half of Gaza, experiencing 

catastrophic food insecurity.  

  

We join with UN agencies, UN Experts and other lawyers in expressing our grave concern that 

Israeli forces are committing serious violations of the laws of war through its siege and 

bombardment of Gaza, including the crimes of collective punishment, impeding relief supplies, 

starvation of civilians, forced displacement, indiscriminate bombing and intentionally directing 

attacks against civilians, schools and hospitals. We are deeply concerned that the discernibly 

dehumanising rhetoric used by senior Israeli officials coupled with the serious violations 

committed by Israeli forces in Gaza, disclose evidence sufficient to trigger the duty of each State 

to take reasonable action to prevent acts of genocide. 

 

Confronted with evidence of prima facie serious violations of international law, we call on your 

Government to take all measures within your power to prevent further violations of the Geneva 

Conventions in this conflict. A failure to do so may constitute a breach of your Government’s duty 

to do everything in its power to prevent or bring to an end any such violations of international law.



 

In order to prevent and halt these serious breaches of international law, we join the UN Secretary 

General, UN General Assembly and the more than 153 UN member states, including Belgium, 

Brazil, China, France, India, Russia and Spain, in calling for an immediate, permanent ceasefire 

to avoid the wholly preventable loss of further civilian life. We reiterate the words of His Holiness 

Mirza Masroor Ahmad (May Allah be his Helper), Worldwide Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 

Community: “For as long as [world leaders] do not courageously strive for a ceasefire, they are 

invariably responsible for taking the world towards destruction.”  
 

 We further call for the unconditional and safe release of all hostages held by Hamas, as well 

as those Palestinians arbitrarily detained in Israel, and the immediate protection of all civilians. 

 We call for an end to the unlawful siege of Gaza and the restoration of critical services, 

including health care, water and electricity.  

 We call for the provision of all necessary humanitarian aid, and the creation of open 

humanitarian corridors toward the West Bank, east Jerusalem and Israel.  

 We call on all State Parties to immediately stop the sale of any weapons and/or provision of 

military assistance to the warring parties, in light of the real risk that these may be used to 

perpetrate grave breaches of international law. 

 We call on your Government and all States to provide their full support to the ongoing 

International Criminal Court investigation into the situation in the state of Palestine, as well as 

the investigation by the Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 

including East Jerusalem, and Israel, into all violations reported since 7 October; 

 We call on your Government and all parties to the Genocide Convention to honour your duty 

to prevent atrocity crimes, including genocide, and to immediately take all necessary measures 

to that end. A failure to do so may constitute a breach of your duties under the Convention. 

 We endorse the call of the Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory for 

an end to the occupation of Palestinian territory, and recognition of the right of the Palestinian 

people to self-determination, in order to address the root causes of the conflict, and achieve 

sustainable peace.  

Please find enclosed a legal report detailing the factual background, relevant legal framework and 

the nature and scope of the duties imposed upon the parties to the conflict, as well as those 

obligations binding upon your Government and members of the wider international community.  

 

We conclude by recalling the words and prayer of His Holiness Mirza Masroor Ahmad, Worldwide 

Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, that all Governments may fulfil their obligations to 

establish peace and ensure justice with respect to this conflict, 

 

 “May Allah enable the major powers to fulfil the obligations of justice on both sides 

of the conflict in order to establish peace. It should not be that they become lenient 

towards one side at the cost of the other. May they not increase in injustice and may 

we come to see peace in the world.” 

 

We are grateful for your consideration, and look forward to your timely response. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

The Signatories1 

                                                        
1 Please find enclosed the list of Signatories, who are signing this letter on behalf of the global IAMLA membership. 
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ENDNOTE 

i The International Ahmadiyya Muslim Lawyers Association (IAMLA) is a worldwide body of 

more than 900 Ahmadi Muslim lawyers, jurists, law students and former members of the judiciary 

spanning 25 countries across the globe. We are dedicated to serving humanity and securing human 

rights for all, particularly the marginalised and vulnerable. 

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community comprises Muslims who believe in the promised Messiah, 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (peace be on him) (1835-1908) of Qadian. Founded in 1889, the Ahmadiyya 

Muslim Community is a revival movement within Islam, emphasising its essential teachings of 

peace, love, justice, and sanctity of life. Today, the Community is the world’s largest Islamic 

community under one divinely appointed leader, His Holiness, Mirza Masroor Ahmad (may Allah be 

his Helper). The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community spans across 200 nations with a membership 

exceeding tens of millions. 

Please see the following websites for further information regarding the Ahmadiyya Muslim 

Community: Ahmadiyya Muslim Community and www.loveforallhatredfornone.org. 

 

                                                        

https://www.alislam.org/ahmadiyya-muslim-community/
http://www.loveforallhatredfornone.org/

